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Medi-Cal Administrative Activities (MAA) Claiming for Inmates of Public Institutions

The purpose of this letter is to restate and clarify the policy for Local Governmental
Agencies (LGAs) that wish to claim for certain MAA performed for inmates of public
institutions (i.e., adult detention facilities/public penal institutions and institutions for mental
diseases (IMDs), also referred to as psychiatric hospitals).

In accordance with Section 1905(a)(x1)(25)(A) of the Social Security Act and the Final
Agreement between Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) and the Department of
Health Services, executed on November 21, 1995, Attachment (5) clearly states:

“Medical assistance services provided to inmates of public institutions
are not eligible for Medicaid payment. However, Medi-Cal eligibility intake
administrative activities provided to such inmates may be allowable under certain
limited circumstances. For example, an eligibility intake process has been
established for inmates by their home counties in the month of their release in
order to facilitate transition to Medi-Cal services in their communities. This
Medi-Cal eligibility intake activity is allowable. No other administrative
activities or direct Medi-Cal services are allowable for inmates of public
institutions (emphasis added).”

The above provisions are established federal law and policy, and provisions which
applied to MAA claimed during the Resolution and Transition Periods. These provisions also
apply to MAA claimable under the current MAA program. Claiming plans submitted for MAA
performed for inmates of public institutions which are out of compliance with this policy, will be
denied.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, you may contact the analyst assigned to
your LGA.

Sincerely,

Darryl Nixon, Chief

Medi-Cal Benefits Branch
cc: See next page.
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Targeted Case Management
Medi-Cal Administrative Activities X
Policy Effective: 7-1-95

Policy Reference: None

cc: Ms. Cathleen Gentry
Host County Liaison
455 Pine Avenue
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

Mr. Bill Lasowski

Technical Director

Office of Financial Services

Health Care Financing Administration
7500 Security Blvd., MS-C4-17-27
Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Mr. Richard Chambers

Associate Regional Administrator
Health Care Financing Administration
75 Hawthorne Street, Fifth Floor

San Francisco, CA 94105

Mr. Richard Strauss

Health Insurance Specialist

Office of Financial Services

Health Care Financing Administration
7500 Security Blvd., MS-C4-17-27
Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Mr. Larry Lee
Accountant

Division of Medicaid
801 I Street Room 210
Sacramento, CA 95814
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bee:  Janet Wilson, Chief
Administrative Claiming and
Support Section
714 P Street Room 1640

Pat Kinney, Chief
Accounting Federal Liaison Unit
714 P Street Room 840

Administrative Claiming Unit (ACU) -- All Staff
714 P Street Room 1640

Federal Liaison Unit (FLU) -- All Staff

ACU Chron.




